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Granulomas in the hypersensitivity pneumonitis usually disappear without
fibrosis or scar formation. In order to clarify the mechanisms for this consequence,
more detailed histological observation is necessary, especially in the stages of
alveolitis and granuloma formation.

This communication describes the histological patterns of reticulin fibers seen
in the hypersensitivity pneumoniiis which had been induced in guinea pig. No
collagen fibrosis was apparent throughout the stages. Reticulin fibers, once in-
creased in acute and alveolitis stage, tended to disappear in the next stage of
granuloma formation. Those within the granuloma se"emed'to be fragmented and
absorbed. While the increase of reticulin fibers were intimately associated with
the appearance of neutrophils, the resolution of reticulin fibrosis followed after
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the appearance of lymphocytes and epithelioid cells. These findings indicate that

early disappearance of neutrophils and macrophages as well as appearance of

lymphocytes and epithelioid cells may play an important role in the resolution of

reticulin deposits in hypersensitivity pneumonitis.

Possible implications of those

cellular elements in this process are discussed.
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Fig. 1. Representative histology of various stages of the

disease, (a, b, ¢, d, e). Characteristic features of each
stage illustrated on the left, (A, B, C, D, E).
(H-E stain, original, a; x100, b, c,d x 200, e x400)
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