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Abstract

What are the expectations of local residents toward university hospitals, the medical
institutions that assume responsibility for providing high level medical treatment to a re-
gion, and how have the respective treatment functions permeated into the region. By in-
vestigating the service area, which is a reflection of this question, I intend to make a
quantitative assessment of the present state and future trends in expectations of local re-
sidents toward the university hospital.

In order to make this assessment I will first investigate, according to region, the
proportion that out-patients of the three university hospitals in Okayama Prepecture
occupied in the total number of out-patients that were treated at hospitals and medical
facilities throughout the prefecture.

Then I will make an analysis of the correlation between this and the time required to
reach the university hospitals, and the extent to which this proportion is affected by the
sufficiency of medical facilities in the regions.
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