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In a previous study, it was shown that paramedical students have a great deal of
interest in psychology in relation to medical care. The present study was designed to
investigate the levels of understanding the students achieved about what they had
wanted to learn with regard to personal and emotional problems or problems with
patients through their study of psychology.

The subjects of the investigation were 429 students of Kawasaki College of Allied
Health Professions, who received lectures on psychology during 1990. After the
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lectures, they were asked to describe the problems or difficulties they had in

understanding themes dealt with in the psychology course and how well they had been

able to solve them following the psychology lectures. The students’ responses were
classified into five levels according to the degree of understanding they had achieved.

The solution of these problems, which was considered as achievement of understanding,

was fixed as the standard level (point 1).

The results were analyzed from three viewpoints:

(1) The average points for eight courses: It was found that the primary nursing course
achieved the highest level of understanding (1.31) and the second highest was the
medical secretarial course A(1.2), which was in turn followed by the medical dietician
course, the medical technologist course, the medical engineering course, the medical
secretarial course B, the radiological technology course and the secondary nursing
course.

(2) Relation to the contents of the lecture: Students generally got high point; i.e,
achieved a high level of understanding of themes dealt with in the course when those
themes were related to the contents of lecture.

(3) The problem of interest: Students showed the highest interest in psychology in
relation to medical care’ (1.23).

It is thus clear that students who intend to join one of the allied health professons
can achieve a deeper understanding of psychology in relation to medical care. This is
probably because their strong interest in the themes dealt with in the course has a good
effect on their attitude toward the lectures.
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