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Abstract

Though Japan has a traditional pattern in which ‘individual’
is merged in ‘home’, it is groping for a new way of being an
individual. How about the relation between ‘individual’ and
‘home’ in modern American literature? “The Catcher in the
Rye” by Salinger, for example, indicates that ‘home’ was lost in
a sense and that individualism has come to mean isolation.

A general view of American literature enables us to know
that the American idea of ‘individual’ is at a turning point now.
Transpersonal psychology is an eminent example of such a
movement, and one of S. Bellow’s novels describes the oneness-
experience which is similar to what American astronauts talked
about. The search for a consciousness open to cosmos seems to
be the key to a new existence which transcends the isolation of
‘individual’ and the restraint of ‘home’.
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