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Abstract

The purpose of the study was to confirm the effect of role play on nursing students’
understanding of patients’ feelings. Students were asked to describe how they would
respond to a patient who asked them if he would die soon. Forty-eight students
participated in the role playing performance. Paper simulation was done before and
after the role playing to evaluate the levels of empathic understanding they expressed
for the patient.

Before the course there were many responses of denial and encouragement,
whereas after role playing the number of those who developed empathic understanding
of a patient increased.

It was confirmed that role play is effective in training nurses to understand
patients’ feelings.
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