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On the Fresh-water Sponge, Heterorotula sp. found
in the Yoshii River.
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The authors have been investigating the fauna of fresh-water sponges in Okayama
Prefecture. This summer, in the Yoshii River, we found a new fresh-water sponge
that has yet not been reported in Japan.

This sponge has both skeleton-spicules and gemmule-spicules, but not flesh spicules.
The gemmule-spicules are birotulates in longer and shorter sizes, including some inter-
mediate ones. The structures of these gemmule-spicules resembel to those of Hetero-
meyenia stepanowii (DYBOWSKY), but some differences are observed between them.
The first difference is that the lower rotules of gemmule-spicules are larger in diameter
than upper ones in the new sponge. Secondly, gemmule-spicules of the new sponge
have many minute spines on the shaft and rotules. Thirdly, though H. stepanowis
has flesh spicules, the new sponge does not.

From these facts, this sponge can be assigned to genus Heterorotula. We are
examining whether this species is a new one in international wide or not. We dedi-
cated this sponge to Prof. Matsumoto and named Matsumoto-sponge in Japanese.
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