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Résumé

The world that Katherine Mansfield (1888-1923) depicts in her about 90 short stories
can be roughly classified into two groups—one is the world filled with love and warmth
and the other the world darkened by isolation and disillusion. She creates the former
mainly in what is called ‘New Zealand Stories’ (the scenes of which are laid in her
homeland) and many of her memorable works are among them. It is remarkable that
boys and girls (the Trout brothers and the Burnell sisters) play there very important
parts. Mansfield represents her world of love through the images of children. So when
we want to analyze her world, it is necessary to understand the world of children in New
Zealand Stories. For example, in ‘At the Bay’ (1921), children show themselves as an
image of beauty and hope. They, playing innocently in nature, find a true beauty
there and live a fruitful life. In this image we can see her own longing for ‘life’ and
love of the nature and people of New Zealand, which inspire her to create the ideal
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world of love and the living image of children.
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