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A case of malignant mesothelioma of the pleura in a 63-year-old man was
reported. The patient was asymptomatic and the tumor in the right lower lung
field was detected on routine chest roentgenogram. This circumscribed tumor
was diagnosed as sarcoma because of rapid growth and non-bronchogenic origin
and the tumor resection was performed. Histologically this tumor was malignant
mesothelioma of mixed type. A localized tumor recurred following resection and
showed very rapid regrowth and spread diffusely and metastatized to remote
organs. “

17 cases of localized malignant mesothelioma were reported in Japanese literature
between 1903 and 1977, and the prognosis was poor except for complete resection

cases.
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Fig. 1. Chest film taken in July 1980,
showing a tumor shadow in the right
lower lung field.
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Fig. 2. Microscopic findings of the tumor
show malignant mesothelioma.
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Fig. 3. Chest film taken in January 1981,
showing a recurrent tumor following
resection.
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Table 1. Laboratory findings

CBC Mineral
RBC 404 x 104 Na 136 mEg/L
Hb 11.4g/dl K 4.6mEg/L
Ht 33.3% Cl 98 mEg/L
WBC 11600 Serological findings
ESR 104mm/H CRP 9.0mg/dl
Blood biochemistry RA (CD]
T.P. 7.1g/dl AFP 5ng/ml
ALP 541U /L CEA  27.9ng/ml
Chol 150 mg/dl | Sputum
GPT 131U/L Cytology class 2
GOT 231y/L | Blood gas
LDH  2261U/L PH 7.52
ChE 1141U/L PaO, 73.0mmHg R e B : .
Crn 1.0mg/dl PaCo, 22, gmmHg Fig. :1 C.ompute;it.Tlomf[)graphy }cifdthe branzl,
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Fig. 5. Chest film in June 1981, showing
a huge mass and pleural effusion.
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