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Abstract

The bill for changing the Public Election Law passed in the Diet (Japanese Parlia-
ment) August 18, 1982, introduces the proportional representation system of the first
time in the history of Japan. By this reform, the national constituency of the House
of Councillors (Upper House) is replaced by the proportional representation system
with lists of candidates announced by political parties.

Reforms of the election system have been discussed for these years, but the
discussion was mainly about the system of the House of Representatives (Lower
House) which was going to change from the Multiple election system to the First-past-
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the-post system (the Single-menber constituency). The newly-reformed election law after
35 years absence will be an oppotunity for changing that of Lower House.
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