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A 5l-year-old female with a medullary carcinoma of the thyroid who pre-
sented with distinctive clinical features is described. She had undergone thyroid-
ectomy with left neck dissection 20 years previously and was referred to our
division complaining of severe waterly diarrhea. A neck biopsy showed medullary
carcinoma of the thyroid. Excessive amounts of calcitonin and prostaglandin
were detected in serum. Roentgenograms, including a CT scan, revealed liver
and lumbar spine metastasis. Since diarrhea was thought to be due to excessive
secretion of prostaglandin from the metastasis, fenbufen-napanol was given and
a noticeable effect on the diarrhea was observed.
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Table 1. Laboratory data
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Fig. 1. Neck X-ray revealed psammoma
body like calcification in the right
cervical lymphnodes.

Fig. 2. Plain film of the abdomen disclosed
bone destruction accompanying with
reactive proliferation and calcification
in the II-IV lumbar vertebra as well
as calcification near portion of the
hilus hepatis.
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Fig. 3. On the 45-minutes exposure, no
residue was visualized inthe small
intestine and the contrast medium
was noted in the rectum.

Fig. 4. CT examination of the abdomen
showed multiple calcification in the
liver metastatic lesion.
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Fig. 5. Biopsy revealed monotonous pro-
liferations of cancer cells with amyloid
deposition. (6x6, H-E stain)
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