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Reactions on retest with DNCB at the site of a prior contact reaction to
DNCB were investigated 1 and 4 weeks after the skin testing. There were no
differences in the macroscopical and microscopical findings of the retest reac-
tions. Animals doubly sensitized to DNCB and OX were tested with DNCB, 0X
and CR, and then retested by epicutaneous application of DNCB at the sites of
prior contact reactions at various intervals following testing. The antigen speci-
ficity of the retest reaction to DNCB was demonstrated when a retest was per-
formed 3 weeks or more after the skin testing. The significance of these findings
is discussed.
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Fig. 1. Reactions on retest with DNCB
at the site of prior contact reaction
to DNCB 1 and 4 weeks after the
testing. The intensities of the retest
reaction and contact reaction at new
site, their means and standard errors
are illustrated. Open circle: 4 week,
Closed circle: 1 week.
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Fig. 2. Retest reaction to DNCB at the site of prior contact reaction to DNCB 4 weeks
following the testing. A, Nine-hour lesion of retest reaction (x400), B, Twenty-

four-hour lesion of retest reaction.

Note a subcorneal keratotic layer (arrows)

( x400). C, Nine-hour lesion of contact reaction at new site (x400). D, Twenty-
four-hour lesion of contact reaction at new site (x400).
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Fig. 3. Schematic summary of histological findings of retest reactions and contact

reactions at new site.

S, spongiosis, P, polymorphnuclear, M, mononuclear, B,

basophil, N, neutrophil, K, keratotic layer.
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* The reactions were read 9hours after retesting.

Fig. 4. Retest reaction to DNCB at previous skin test sites with DNCB, OX and CR
at the various intervals after skin testing. The mean intensities of the retest
reactions and contact reactions at new site and their standard errors are illustrated.
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