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ABSTRACT. Lymphangiomas of the small intestine are rare tumors
arising from masses of dilated lymphatic vessels in the submucosa. There
are 11 cases of lymphangioma of the small intestine in the Japanese
literature. We report a case of lymphangioma of the jejunum seen in
a 76-year-old female and discuss with clinical feature.
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) Tumors of the small intestine are relatively rarer, accounting for about 3%
of total neoplasms of the alimentary tract. Lymphangiomas of the small intestine
are especially rare tumors arising from masses of dilated lymphatic vessels in
the submucosa.

We report a case of lymphangioma of the jejunum and discuss our findings
with reference to the literature.

CASE REPORT

A 76-year-old female with a ten-month history of abnormal in bowel
movements and weight loss visited our hospital on November 22, 1985, and
was admitted to the ward of internal medicine on November 29, 1985. She
had suffered repeated alternative diarrhea and constipation from the beginning
of the year. This seemed to have been influenced by a previous hysterectomy
for the uterine myoma at 36 years of age.

On physical examination no abnormal findings except the previous operation
scar in the lower abdomen were noted and every parameter of blood chemistry
was within normal limits. An upper gastrointestinal series revealed a protruding
intracanalicular lesion in the jejunum, located about one meter from the ligament
of Treitz. The tumor appeared hemispherical in shape with a smooth contour,
measuring 14X 10 mm. A double contrast study and selective small intesti-
nography showed a bridging fold on the tumor, and it was diagnosed as a
submucosal tumor of the jejunum (Fig. 1).

Laparotomy was performed on January 9, 1986. Widespread adhesion was
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Fig. 1. A selective small intestinography shows hemispherical tumor in the jejunum.

seen in the peritoneal cavity, especially in the lower abdomen. A small finger—
tipsized soft spongy tumor was seen in the jejunum, 95 cm distant from the
ligament of Treitz. Ten centimeters of the jejunum including the tumor was
resected and reconstructed by end-to-end anastomosis.

The patient was discharged on the 30th postoperative day in good condition.

HISTOLOGIC FINDINGS

Two hemispherical spongy yellowish tumors were found in the resected
jejunum (Fig. 2). The larger tumor measured 11X 9x 8 mm and the smaller
one 3xX3X3 mm.

Histologic sections showed that the two tumors were composed of an
aggregate of numerous lymphatic vessels, which were situated in the submucosa
with normal overlying intestinal mucosa. The lymphatic spaces showed various
sizes and were filled with proteinaceous fluid containing a small number of
lymphocytes. The endothelium was flattened and showed no cytological atypism.
The stroma was loose and collagenous, and associated with slight lymphocytic
infiltrates. These findings led to a clear diagnosis of lymphangioma of the
cavernous type.

DISCUSSION

The small intestine has only a small number of diseases considering its
length. Tumors of the small intestine are rarely seen in comparison with
those of other parts of the digestive tract, accounting for about 3% of all tumors
of the alimental tract.” Leiomyoma is the most common benign neoplasm in
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Fig. 2. Two tumors are seen in the resected intestine, the larger tumor measured
11x9x8 mm and smaller one 3x3%x3 mm.

the small intestine. Allen® reported that leiomyomas accounted for about one
third of all benign tumors of the small intestine. Adenomatous polyps, lipomas,
fibromas and hemangiomas are commonly seen in the small intestine, and
lymphangioma is one of the rarest tumors.

Fleming and Carlson® found nine such lesions among 453,708 roentgeno-
graphic examinations of 1,437,767 patients in Mayo Clinic. However, in a
review of a large pathological series, Ehrlich and Hunter® were unable to identify
any lymphangiomas among 263 benign tumors of the gastrointestinal tract.

We collected 11 cases of lymphangioma of the small intestine mentioned
in the Japanese literature. Seven were in the duodenum® and four in the ileum.®
No lymphangioma of the jejunum has not been reported until now in Japan.
The average age of patients was 44.6 years and the youngest was 17-year-old
male,” the oldest is our preserve 76-year-old female patient. There were 6 male
and 6 female patients.

Most intestinal lymphangiomas are asymptomatic, but they can produce a
symptoms of intussusception seen usually in cases of the other polypoid lesions.
Most of the cases were found incidentally upon examination for other diseases.
The treatment for this tumor is completed undoubtedly surgical removal.

SUMMARY

We reported a case of lymphangioma of the jejunum seen in a 76-year-old
woman and reviewed the related Japanese literature.
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Fig. 3. Histologic section shows the tumors are composed
of an aggregate of numerous lymphatic vessels.
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