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Three Cases of Bipolar Disorder with Cancer

Kazumasa Sakamoto, Shinji Baba, Mitsuhiko Sonohara, -
Ikuhiko Kurosaki, Hiroyuki Kodama, Tomohisa Sasano,
Tsuneya Fukuda, Shosuke Watanabe and Kentaro Kobayashi*

We report three cases of bipolar disorder with cancer. The first case was a 45-
year-old man, with depressive episodes that began when he was 20 years old. He
was found to have gastric cancer, and he had a sub-total gastrectomy when he was
40 years old. His complaints became hypochondric after the operation, and he was
treated unsuccessfully with antidepressants.

The second case was a 47-year-old man, who had depressive episodes that
started when he was 28 years old. He was found to have thyroid cancer, and had
a total thyroidectomy when he was 44 years old. After this operation, his com-
plaints changed from retardent ones to anxious, agitated symptoms, and he was also
treated unsuccessfully with antidepressants. Thus, in the above two cases, no
remarkable changes occurred in the process of manic episodes, but the depressive
episodes tended to become prolonged.

The third case was a 70-year-old woman, who had recurrent manic episodes
without depressive episode since she was 23 years old. She had a total uterectomy,
and was diagnosed as having uterin cancer when she was 67 years old. This case

JNIFERIAZE  BHER Department of Psychiatry, Kawasaki Medical School :
T701-01 BEHMESTT 577 Matsushima, Kurashiki, Okayama, 701-01 Japan
* J7 RRBE Mannari Hospital

25




26 e B % & 3

((E18% HF15 1992)

showed no remarkable changes in the manic phase before and after the operation and

there was no depressive phase.

They were all informed of their cancer.

Thus, it is suggested that in bipolar

patients who are informed they have cancer and who receive medical treatment, the

depressive phase is more affected than the manic phase. (Accepted on December 16,

1991) Kawasaki Igakkaishi 18(1) : 256—31, 1992
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