IR EEE 234 25 1 73~80 (1997)

C BUESMAET R (XT3 Azathioprine DI EFHRIZHOWLTD

IWFRE—EE, =3 R, BE 8, 0 FFE, £H FHF,
#E Bz, BFE #8E, B ®X, KF B, ARk H,
HFOER, KT #iE

C BEMEFF 4 4050{ &1 T Azathioprine(Aza) 1 H 50 mg OEBIES 51T~ 7. ALT
fEIC X DATHEEREEEER 6 B (15 %), BII6H (40 %) T, ¥ T55 % (22/40) T
bt BIFAGEEMEL 1 A4S0 HEBERI S (, 126 (30 %) B, QB
PHAEEEPPRLETI3 508 A0NEY, BEhLEL-EARL L - BEIEE
HRFFI10EI DA A TULIHNRBEEEHTUAL. IFN #3) C REMF OB
ELT, Aza R ALTREILIERTH3 L Bbht. (FAY 9 4 6 A21H258)

Azathioprine for Long-term Maintenance of Remission in Chronic
Hepatitis C

Shinichiro YAMAMOTO, Yasuhiro MITSUI, Masakiyo SHIMABARA,
Yasutaka IGUCHI, Norikuni SHIBATA, Masayuki TSUZUKI,
Michihiko TAKESUE, Takemi KUNIEDA, Seiichi OHNO,

Makoto KUBOKI, Seiji IDEGUCHI and Kenji OHMOTO

Azathioprine at a dose of 50 mg/day was administered to 40 cases with chronic
hepatitis C. Six cases (15 %) showed sustained normalization of serum alanine
aminotransferase (ALT) and 12 cases (40 %) exhibited a near-normal level of ALT.
Side effects were observed in 12 cases (30 %), from whom gastrointestinal complaints
were dominant, but easy recovery from symptoms occurred after cessation of the
drug. One case with acute pancreatitis required admission for therapy. Decreases
in the leukocyte and platelet counts were mild at this dose. The longest continuity
of the drug administration was over 10 years in a 56- vear - old female with no
development of malignancy. Azathioprine seems to be effective for the remission of
ALT in IFN-resistant chronic hepatitis C. (Accepted on June 21, 1997) Kawasaki lgakkaishi
23(2):73—80, 1997

Key Words (D Azathioprine (2 Chronic hepatitis C @ ALT control

@ Side effects

NGEREKSE  RERE{ LIS 1 Division of Gastroenterology I, Department of Medicine,
TT01-01 St EeT7 Kawasaki Medical School | 577 Matsushima, Kurashiki,
Okayama, 701-01 Japan
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CEMBMARIENT Ai5EIL, 1 v¥—Tx0
YIFN)EBEOERIZLD , EHMIzELL .
Fra#oANVADHRBALN, BRET 201
30~40 %izETS. —F, IFN ESHEIZRA L
LT%L, e 0EEFIXTT 3 hEEs R
FEOHEE 2> Twa . IFN &84 2 DI
ik, BEFRIEEaLFIAL F(AF0L F)
%> Azathioprine (Aza) 7% ¥ O GEi&FHE
ELTHWSRRE . LhLass, <2 Aza
ZEIWER, FBER, HB¥n

Eib P00 OE M, S EE X Table 1.

e BB F &

=i
e

(F{23%& H25 1997)

BHE30G, LHEIOHI T, TR I8 5675 (F
¥950.1£9.15%) . Aza 31 H 50 mg OEHZEO
BE521To . BEHME AR T L 724
i, 1 A oREI04E 3 5 H (F523.9+
25,50 H)Th 3. RHEEMET Aza 51,
ALT ESRFRHENCIEEBEIC R > 2 b O 2 ER)
(CR complete response), ALT {EAIEE@EO
2EMNCETLLZLO%E% (PR partial
response), ALT [HORED A SN WH D%
#xh (NC no change) & L7-. HCV #iffkiZ,
B2 ¥ v I (Dinabot EIA kit) % TH
%E L7z, M9 HCV-RNA % branched DNA-

Chronic hepatitis C : Effects of immunosuppressive

therapy with azathioprine (No. 1)

nxizofz. 7272, BERE

azathioprine

P : inui bef.faft,
‘Iﬁ:ﬁ:f:)fz (AIH autoimmune hep‘ Cases Continuity  Presentuse  side effects ALT(bef./aft.) response
o . 1.51 F 1y 1m (+) () 119/19 cA
atitis) (Xt L T ik, Aza By 2. 48 F 1y 2m (+) () 7620 cR
" i 3, 45 M 1y 3am {+) () 73/31 PR
S5T8IYDEFIC 441 M 1y 2m (+) (-) 126/54 PR
5T 83 %6 D B - R IR T 5.48 M 3y 7m (+) (-1 208/16 cR
EhR#idh 2 Z L BHE IR T _‘;- 2 m 4 ((Jf}} fJ;L: ﬁ:?g: r;g
37, biubhUZ19804ELE, B B. 48 F am () tever 191/24 o
* ’ 9. 43 M 3m (-} insomnia 460/203 NC
=, [ - ~ 10. 45 M im (=) acute pancreatitis 78/30 PA
ﬁ 1? E H & Iz AZEI < {E Fﬁ 11. 60 M 7days (-} nausea B2/76 NC
: - 12. 56 F 10y 3 - 128/30 PR
L, ALT (alanine aminotrans- stem G o a o e e
. e i4. 41 F 4y {+) {-} 66/25 PR
ferase) DUERIREREIL, H 15, 87 F 3y10m (+) ) 99/56 PR
i - . 16.52 F 2y10m (-) (-) 204/30 PR
ZhER (3350208 (57.1%) T 17.50 M 3y &m () () 124/162 NG
- 18.62 F 7y 4m (-3 (=) 206/28 PR
HEHIEERELLY. SE, C 19.40 M iy i ) =) 144101 NG
< 20. 55 M 2y () (- 106/54 PR
BURF 401DV T Aza DGR
* {No.1)
BRERT LR ERET 5
EE bz, IFN B8 TH- #- " . !
- . , # Table 2. Chronic hepatitis C : Effects of immunosuppressive
CHf£omFEr LT Aza £ therapy with azathioprine (No. 2)
SEREHTHLIIENICOWT azathioprine
Cases Continuity  Present use side effects ALT(bef./aft.) response
VEET . 21.28 M 4y Em - (-} 664/80 NG
22. 42 M 1y im £ (-} 119};30 PA
23. 60 F 2y 7m {-) - 93/33 PR
ﬁ @ jf :ﬁ 24. 62 M 3m - chaest discomfort 171/106 NG
. € ¢ 25. 67 M 1y ) heart burn 101/133 NC
26. 51 M &m {-) duodenal ulcer 159/90 NC
27. 54 M 11m (- -) 158/91 NG
- : 28. 54 M gm 5 -} 108/147 NG
SR 1419804 4 & 19964E10 5 28,39 M 1y T pasiis o
L . 30. 38 M ay ) -} 173/18 cR
FTOM Aza 5 %5fT-7:C at. 61 M 3y fom i) ) 155/17 A
32. 40 M &m () -} 113/81 NG
1 #A0F T . C A 33. 44 M 1m £ heart burn 303177 NC
=)
WA A DB RRELFICT M om0 i sz
T B £ s e 35. 55 4m . jaundice 5
A R D2 36,39 M 1y &m H - 90477 NG
g AR > 37. 53 M 2y 8m 5 (-} 183/93 NG
HCV kBt iR L 7. & 38, 48 M 1y 8m H -} 348/46 PR
- ) 4 E2 > 39. 60 F 2m ;i heart burn 146/151 NG
7o, ARTERFR OB AT ERR S 40.52 M 3y am H ) 117170 NG

IUEFRECIDHEL.
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probe assay?, HCV - RNA @ genotype i3
Okamoto 510 44, HHHBZET ISR LS
E =Rl 1 RN A

153 ®

Aza # S40HOFEH = Table 1, 21277 . 2
ned0filic oW TR EHE, HERSH#EOE
m REIER, B5Hi%0 ALT 0%, E%)
HEERLTWS,

1) Aza iBfEhiE

408 CR EHELZHDE6 #1015 %), PR
1661 (40 %), NC 31881 (35%) Th-1-.
PR LU E@ZhF 12408226 (55 %) TH -7
F 7z, IFN izt 4 % Aza #56] (No.1-
No.ll) i DwTk, 1% 8 §(72.7 %) iz PR
VI EDEhRHH STz,

2) Aza 540 ALT {HOEEBHZEL

Figure 13 Aza#5% 1 £ EALTHD
ZbaBE L 2 721380 ALT EOES %55 .
ALT {51 HEKE, £FETLE. 2
H HEHDE L S EEE AR T2 0,
EEEIZRZ20IC3~4 HAMEED, Fi,
wrhi s ALT OF LA #3892 bOPRESHh
T

3) S (3 ARA) SR EFlizO>WLT

Aza % 5BH8E% 3 A AR EEE2PIEL 72

ALT
(um
250

150

100 - W

BIE OBl (22.5%) THoTz, FIEOHEE L
T, FE 2, AvklEE 1E, TIR14, Hik
SEDR (BER, o) 3, BIpssiet 14,
ALT D LR 1FITh-T. BHELD 1B%
frx, #5090, EREERL. £/ Aza
FEnc L 2 ALT 02 BER D > -
T2,

4) BIfEAIZDWLT

Table 1, 2 i277d £ 212, FeSBBEMA S
OFER % o fFHZA08F 1261 (30 %) TH-
7. 25D d bEERERSHENE &5
fizst, IRAdub X oBsEL L. AMmTH
MERPMMEOETRIZEAEALNRT, Zh
SOOI X O P IEICE > REM TR o 7.
Aza ¥ 5 L EEOREREFRHE b izalfE
B L TERN0O SR & EFR2IDIRET
Hotr. AUMFEAFITIE AzaBith 1 A BET
FHEERRE, M7 3 7 —YEO ESNHEL,
ABEImEAE L. WEMTIE Aza REBZ 1
HiclEZOER DB o, fEERDIELz.
5) FEFIER

IFN i BN ENTH - - CHEHIF L T,
AzaBR SN E TH - 12, [FN#
SNMC 382/ 77—4%>»C) #5354
+437 ALT OET 25307 Aza 28R L7,
B & U Aza BRSO 3 PlOKRE R T .

<HEFI 1 D51 Lotk (Fig. 2)
19934E10H, AFtEm#i+=
i, HCV #iiEB & ALT &
OERPPERMI N, BECE
MAEE V. 19934E11 A308 12
ABEL7-. ALT 791U/1, AST
441U0/1, HCV-RNA BEH®T
3 (+), FERTIECH (F,/
A;) THoiz.
12A1H& Y, IFN-a 6 MU

§0 PREALRL, 1ERER, RnT

———=—=x= 3MU %l 3 F228, 3 234

obefore1 2 3 4 5 & 7 8B 3 10 11 12 MU @5 2{T-7-. 199445
months

Fig, 1.

Serial changes in serum ALT levels after azathioprine
administration in 13 cases with chronic hepatitis C

H23H T Lo d8, Z O
ALT 361U/l TH > F. E 12,
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IFN -a Imuran 50 mg/day
Rt I |
00 234MU
HCV
i SRNA 3(+H) L+ 2.8 Meqiml 3.3 Meq/ml 16 Meqg/m]
s0F
100+
50
0 1 1 1 1
'94.1 '95.1 '96.1 '97.1
Fig. 2. Clinical course in a 51-year-old female with chronic hepati-
tis C, showing sustained ALT after azathioprine administra-
tion
IFN-q-2b | l
?I%E) Imuran 50 mg/day
i l [ |

486MU 320 SNMC 40 ml/3/W

200 1= HCV-RNA

(Meq/ml) 20

31 40 < 40 <

150 -
100
50
1] 1 L | 1
'g93.1 '94.1 '95.1 '36.1
Fig. 3. Clinical course in a 45-year-old male with chronic hepatitis

C, showing a moderate decrease in ALT after combined use of
azathioprine and SNMC

IFN £ TE HCV-RNA i 1 (+) 2R¥izas
Shehotz. IFNETEE» S ALT 13100
IU/1RioZES 2R L, 19954 9-H28F 2 11
ALT119IU/1 L ER L7278, RIBE XD Aza
50mg/HDOEEREGE#MBE L. ALTIZ1 4

BoEL,

19794 3 A .98 OFHi &2 217,
ml OENM %5207z, Bl 2 5 H BicFgEs
WHHHEL 2.
198642 7 A 8 Hizix ALT i3 251 TU/
lEER LS, BHLY Aza50mg/HoHE

(#23%& H25v 1997)

19929F10H, EBENHEL,
EERE222. -0, s
H£E L HCV B = 15 s
. EMOBEE . 128
I4H 4% % jif7 L CH (F./
Ay) rElrand. 7, HCV-
RNA i 10%°® copy/ml,
genotype (X I1E ThH-7-. 1993
F2H3IHABL, IFNa-2b
10 MU 52350 7. 7 A23
HZ Ticiis 486 MU #=# 51,
ALT % 17IU/1 EIEE{EL 7-.
L& L, ALT i IFN & 7T,
1 ZHEKIZ84IU/N & FRL,
2 A A 320 1U/1 EHg5E3
Aoz, SNMC40ml/H, &
3EEEEIC TG LT, ALT
100 IU/1 A FicEE Lz, L
LEH e, ALT EHOE Fs
+or L, 199558 A8H
£ b, AzaS0mg/H oEH #
S &L . ALT{E 1173
U/146 14 %4110/, 2
AH®E3IU/NEETL, #0
B THETRE L/Tmé
HCV-RNA i Aza F#5H,
Meq/ml ©&H - 7248, &’—‘}—--
%13 40 Meqg/ml L |- & #8 hnE
MERLTINS.
< fERI 3 156k ZoMk (Fig. 4)
Z O FF 1000

ALT X 100 [U/1 A& D4 E) %

B#511U/1, 22 A#%511U/1, 4 # H#25 S&2EL. ALT i1 2 H%, 631U/ ~L
IUN 2 & FL, 6 7AE»SALTIE  EFLE. 20#%, ZE2BVELENOHL
W5 EH/FLTwS, 7272, HCV-RNA W @{ET L, 19884 2 H LK, ALT i2501U/1
ALT oIE¥Etichhrb 6T, 3.3 Meg/ml 25 LIFRZEEL T &7, 105 3 5 HEO19964E10

16 Meg/ml ~ LIEMERL TV 5.
< fEH 2 C 458 B (Fig. 3)

Bl7HICIE, ALT EIx211U/] LIEEETHS.
AR IR ETTH 55, BHIEE Alb4. 1
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\z £ 3 seroconversion 2
1.1 % &0 E L &dh8, BIfEMAL

% F L FHERE R IR A JE

ALT

(ITI/1)

200l Imuran 50 mg/day

150 HCV.RNA 9.3 10

(Meg/ml}

100

b0

| Il 1 1 L

B @£ i3t L AELT 39
FOMEHABND, Aza Bl
HEI L5 ALT WEE 2N
T Ix19%ith 6 B (31.6 %) ¥, 25
B9l (36 %) 2, Eizbh
b 1991F kS L 7T,
278D 3 6104 (37.0 %) = T
. bHolz. ZORROBRFTIRCH

B2 'RA R4 RS 'RE '87 'R% 'S8 ‘90 ‘91 92 '93 B4 '95 96

Fig. 4.

tration of azathioprine

g/dl, glb3.6g/dl, ChE 372 IU/dl (IE#{i&180-
440), MM/h#2 16.8%10%/mm* T, KEHHE T I
MEICX AEFLIEEFRORBCHY, I
BEAOB{TIZA SN T WLy, HCV-RNA i
9548 2 H Iz, 9.3 Meg/ml, 964 2 H 12 10
Meg/ml  ZE)3REH Lo Tz,

% =

BRI T 2EE LT, A704FP
Aza QL5 B RFIERERT 5 2 L1, 1970
FERHSR0FED £ THAASN Tz, Soloway
BY 63l EME S L, EEAOD_EE
MBI LD, SR O B2 T .
FTOFHR, ATuA FE-BHLVEATOAF
& Aza OFFFAPEER, HEFENREE LI
59 2 &, Aza BHES TEEAFIBALGNS
ZEeEHRELE. LhLids, A7 RT
1320 BICBEIWERZ4E LS LT3, 20,
HBs HEEHEAIIEMEEIC L LT, SimHiE
DFHFHIBH B LN HHED 2, Wi, VA IVAME
HREITRED ThuEDHEEY Bachiz. &
7z, Aza OEBRESHIE, A7 o4 FHEMES
HIYREOERESEGLEDRE LN,
HBe #iiJH 45 HBe #iE~D seroconversion 13
SIS OB R EIC X D 28.7 % L BRAE

Clinical course of a 56-year-old female with chronic hepati-
tis C, showing stable ALT levels over 10 years after adminis-

FHEOBIZDWTHEIE, 214
651 (28.6 %) Thoiz. &
moe T, CRAFA£40H
2205 (55.0%) & ALT tq#%
HEERERTH- 2. Aza ERMMADEE
PEWEASZ ORMAREG 2T THL2HSEHS .
A EIOKRF T IRBIFER X408 1241 (30 %) &
BWHEETH- 728, ZhoDPicid I BM
BHOP Aza 5 L EERRBESZLLER
babDLEINTwE., oD I% Aza
K5 b E A B A RS S 8 S R 2
L7cbOFE (240, SRR (1460, B
E(1F)D46IT, hs0HCERIERIER
OMEREIL10% (4/40) 73, AzafR5TX S
[HEE & & 2 [ BRI/ MEE ORI 12 Aza
100 mg/ A5G O5E, 17AH 9 A(52.9 %)Y,
BARAA93% 2icashizEdns. &
EbHhbIEEERES 1 H50me & L7z, Gl
B, [M/IMEEPEREE T 20 H-7B 20
oz Aza 5k - eflid ko7, LA
B, 23BNz DT Aza B SRIBORMBIMOZEL
B LR, HIMBREZ 4,847+1,053/
mm?® 25855 4, 408+1,562/mm® ~, F7e(l
AN 12 15.7£6.7 X104/ mm® & & 14.8+
6.0X10*/mm® ~:BEDETHALN. L
L, WhbBEdECES LAl 7219,
RIfERID 2B, HbERGERLs 12615 6 B1(50 %)
LRLEL AN, BERECIDERL
fo. Azaf 5% 2 HE» S AMREEFREL:
FliboEEaNS.
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BlfER B S5hAtht 3 # HLANCHIHE L
TEY, ZOMIIERM, ME7 I7—¥E0
BELZITOINESThEEEDbN:. 1 Azal”
DWW, REAERIC & D EEER OS5
TAERESER SN T LAY Johnson 57
BECOHREEF A Aza 285 L7280 5 %
4 PIBEEEEOEHE S o L EWELT
WB D, Aza lZ X B FEEHEIIR I D0 L
RT3 . Aza RIS L SEOBRIZSEO
BEETHLEEZOND.

CHIFF#IZIFN &5#ic L b, 74 LA RNA
DEESH 5N 5H IR 0~40 % T, &k
IFN 2R H Zv. 4E, IFN 2 Th-7211
f#l (No.1~No.11 Table 1) (=31 Aza Bijhfgs
5%{To7:. 3ABMMIcES 2k L7544
(No.7~No.11) #E %, BfeERksET O 6§
(No.1~No.6) s« Tik, 5HMPRLUED
ALT{ET2IRLTWwA. ZH 505z >WT
EAlcEeE LT w»a™, i, ALTETIEAR
FERThotz. JTHE Aza % 3 FEDL EEHIRE
5, Aza ##8rE Lk L7 (No.31) T3
b ALT HREHEEZE->TWwS . CEUSMAT
RIEIXFLT, Aza ZHERALLHERIZ LAY R
L, Y FAFya— LEE (UDCA) i Aza
EHEL, B3 Tho- EOFRERY BESNS
BETHL, Aza #FRALETH- 12200
i (Fig. 2, Fig. 3)icaohz X3z, ALT
ERFENICET LR 2L T, 246lL
b Aza #5# HCV-RNA 8 3 imER 2R L
Twiz, CEIFAEY ANV L BT EERE
IX ATH ® BRIFFA LU & 5 wwiifgEse: T
#ifg (CTL) OMEic L2500 £z 60T
w5, Aza DIEFREF L LT CTL iextd 258
iz Ric LD, FFAfROEENFE DT 5 12
HDALTHEDETHAAGNE EbEZ 5N .
Yoshiba 5 G @EMHHIMMBEICSHLI: C B4
BHATEWBERFCHER s A 7028
¥ (CsA) ##45u kb, HCV-RNA EmiEinss
AONFZIEERELTWVS,

ALTfEDOETIC s b 53, HCV-RNA
BEonER L2 ki Aza i k2 CTL offfl

(o3& H25 1997)

Elickh—FEOx v ) 7 —IRENEL, 40
AREML TR RS B .

IFN J&FREREI N LTI SNMC 8 & 4
/7 7—4)9 R UDCA™ 3, bHETIE
BWELIERASISR TV, LiLEadEs, Zh
&DEHNOME S Z A7 2 F—ERIRITIEN iz
Ri¥7¥, HCV-RNA OETRA SN L&
NTWw3. SRbhbhsEil: Aza B513E
iz kb, ALT oLZEbici3Eghaplseg s
HbIz. Aza OFIRZERTAHEELLT,
Aza Oz kb ALT [38E L, Aza #85H
Bilc kb, ALT fEO%E{bE R Li-ElizdCie
WED LTBY, EfcL Y+ EEBO ALT
EOEELCERTH S LBbhiz. 275450
OB REa Yy bo—ER LT
Bt —7HEBORBETHD. 5% Aza DfF
AN+ EENICTHE T 2 -0 - EERIC L
HIEAABENLELEbNS. 351 Azath
5 HCV-RNA 2889 5 2 LI X BHRED
EROFE, i Aza BEHIBROFESGOL
BRSNS SEBOFETHL LEbNS.

& ES

C RS M 240zt L, SeZ il A] Aza-
thioprine DR SR 2B L. ALT EOE
T 402261 (55 %) wHshiz. BIFFEIZ
126 (30 %) wwashiz-h, SEEED 16%
BOuTEELZLORASNRS 572, Aza i34
# IFN #%) C BIEMTF A0 ALT oz bo
—WVICEHTH2 Z EREBE R,

FALOET HENE H AN ElEe v —2va
v 7 TRFRH 2 A v 1ASERT e 0, (1996411H ,
=M THEELL.
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