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Abstract

A questionnaire concerning endocrine disrupters (so-called “KANKYO hormones”)
was given to all students and workers in Kawasaki Gakuen in October 1998. The
questionnaire was received by 6,534 subjects and 44.98% replied. The issue of “kankyo
hormones” was considered as second in degree of interest to the issue of “increase in
the surface temperature of the earth” and approximately 909% of the subjects who
replied knew the term of “kankyo hormones”. Dioxin and PCB were chemical
substances well known by the subjects and they felt the closeness of this issue to their
daily lives as a results of the increase in reports from the mass media and restrictions
on the usage of home incinerators. In addition, the subjects expressed worry about
industrial waste-treating companies, containers of instant noodles, and plastic tableware
and the care required to classify the garbage. The answers showed that the
government, individuals, and businesses have to make efforts to solve this issue with
regard to the questionnaire points. It is hoped that this questionnaire itself will make
people think about this issue. Then, every individual should endeavor to obtain
information about this issue, re-evaluate what they are doing, and start to take small
but important steps. In addition, they should take action which will encourage the
government and businesses to also solve the issue of “kankyo hormones”.
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