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Abstract
When learning major subjects, healthcare students encounter many Japanese medical terms,
most of which are written in Kanjil Chinese characters(l This study aimed to investigate the
Kanji reading levels of medical terms among healthcare students and analyze the results. We
reviewed the results of Kanji reading tests carried out in the S Department and M Department,
Kawasaki Ikaishi Arts & Scll270 33000000 Correspondence to Eriko NAGITA

E-mail0 nagitan@jc.kawasaki-m.ac.jp
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K University, in 2007 and 2008. The test consisted of 60 Kanji medical words, which were
selected on medical specialists’ advice. The test results showed that many healthcare students’
levels of reading medical Kanji are quite insufficient. This seems to be because they have no
idea that medical terms made up of Kanji are read in the Chinese way, not in the Japanese way,

and these terms are unfamiliar in their lives even though they learned each of them during their

high school days. We believe that Kanji reading instruction is important as a bridge for
education for students’ smooth and effective learning in major subjects.
Key words[] medical terms, Chinese character, joyo-kanji, joyogai-kanji, introductory education
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