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Abstract

In April 2020, Department of Biochemistry received the sad news that Honorary professor
Kusaka Takashi had passed away. As a professor at Department of Biochemistry at Kawasaki
Medical School, he had not only contributed a great deal to medical education but also succeeded in
identifying lipid component which is specific to the Mycobacterium leprae in Hansen's disease and
revealed its chemical structure.

Speaking of Hansen's disease, as one of infections which afflicted humanity, its history has come to
draw some degree of attention again since our facing the difficulties of the Covid-19 in 2020. In this
paper, first I introduce the history of discrimination against Hansen's disease and then refer to the
transition of the term from “leprosy” to “Hansen's disease” by way of example to eliminate the

discrimination™”

. Specifically, I develop the argument citing Skerlock Holmes’ The Blanched Soldier
(1927), which story is related to “Hansen’s disease” and includes some discriminatory expressions
against the patients. This consideration reveals what relationship there is between literature and the
discriminatory expressions.

Next, I deal with the compulsory segregation policy, which started around 1930 in Japan and but
was not abolished even after the WW2. Behind such national neglectfulness was so-called “theory to
eliminate the weak”, which means the patients’ human rights were relatively disrespected in favor of
the more immediate needs of rapid economic growth. Last, I quote a poem composed by Kamiya
Mieko in 1943 in order to expect to help us introspect to our own minds. Here, I would like to pay my
final respect to Honorary professor Kusaka Takashi and share the opportunity to think the history of

Hansen's disease especially with the younger generations.

Key words: Hansen's disease, Sherlock Holmes, The Blanched Soldier, discrimination, segregation
policy
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