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Abstract

Dr. Sahachiro Hata is known as a co-developer of “Salvarsan”, the first effective medicine for
syphilis. It was developed in the laboratory of Paul Ehrlich, in Frankfurt, Germany, who had
already established a reputation as an expert scientist before this historic achievement took place.
From 1910, when the medicine, or the first ‘magic bullet’ , was first dispensed to the patients, it
continued to save many lives until penicillin came to be in clinical use in the 1940s.

Hata was born in Shimane Prefecture in 1873. He completed his medical education at Faculty
of Medicine, The Third Higher School (now Okayama University School of Medicine), and
then worked as an assistant at Okayama Prefectural Hospital. In 1898 he started studying
under Shibasaburo Kitasato, a bacteriologist famous for the discovery of bacillus pestis (plague
bacterium), and soon he engaged himself in the study of the plague and continued it until he
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went abroad to Germany. It was the time when the disease had for the first time begun to be

confirmed in some places in Japan and effective measures and treatment were needed.

I have recently obtained a book titled [ % 1k /A BE

it 4 ], a collection of Hata's writings.

His earlier writings have not been as well known to us as his later ones, and here I show the

contents of some of them, especially the earlier ones concerned with the plague, in the hope

that they will help us to see Hata's relationship to Ehrlich in a new light. At present we are

facing the difficulties brought about by the Covid-19, and such a predicament can be the right

occasion to reconsider Hata, a figure who dedicated his whole life to, and contributed to making a

breakthrough in, medical science.
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1664, that I, among the rest of my
neighbours, heard in ordinary discourse
that the plague was returned again in
Holland...”
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means which modern science places in
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