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Abstract

In 2012, the revision of the Law on Social Workers and Certified Care Workers made it
possible for certified care workers to perform medical procedures such as sputum aspiration and
tube feeding (referred to as ‘medical care’ ) under certain conditions. Since then, training schools
for certified care workers have been working on the development of educational methods so
that students can perform safe and effective ‘medical care. Particularly, they have encouraged
students to be aware that ‘medical care provided by care workers is different from that
by nurses. They regard ‘medical care’ by care workers as a support action to help patients
continue their daily lives, which characterizes the specialty of care work. They also have been
making efforts to introduce practical training at facilities or hospitals into their curriculum. So far,
however, very few schools have offered such practical training.

The Medical Care Work Department, Kawasaki College of Allied Health Professions started
lectures on ‘medical care’ in 2014, and in 2021 it changed the curriculum from two-year to
three-year in order to carry out practical training at hospitals. We focused on education to raise
awareness of the specialty of care work, ‘bridge education’ from basic training to hospital
training, and cooperation with training facilities. In the ‘bridge’ subjects, students can understand
the significance of ‘medical care’ by care workers, and acquire communication skills and reliable
care skills. A liaison meeting with nurses in charge of training will be held once a year, and
information will be shared between nurses and teachers during the training period so that the
effectiveness of training can be enhanced.

In order to verify these efforts and strive to further ensure the quality of education, we have
established a PDCA cycle system specializing in ‘medical care’ education.

Key words: certified care worker education, medical care (sputum aspiration and tube feeding),
practical training, specialty of care work
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